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Virginia Board for People with Disabilities
Policy, Research and Evaluation (PRE) Meeting Minutes
Dec. 6, 2017

COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT:	
Curtis Andrews
Teri Morgan (on behalf of Ann Bevan) 
Phillip Caldwell 
John Eisenberg
Melissa Gibson
Felicia Hamilton 
Leah Mills 
Deanna Parker
Maya Simmons
	
COMMITTEE MEMBERS ABSENT: 
Donna Gilles 
Angela Sadsad 
Summer Sage
Angela West

VBPD STAFF PRESENT:
John Cimino

CALL TO ORDER:  Committee Chair Ms. Summer Sage was absent from this meeting, and the previously elected vice chair, Mr. John Kelly, has been assigned to a different Committee. Mr. John Cimino, Committee staff, asked for volunteers to serve as interim chair for the meeting, and Mr. Phil Caldwell volunteered to fill the role. Ms. Melissa Gibson made a MOTION to formally elect Mr. Caldwell interim chair for the meeting; and Mr. Curtis Andrews SECONDED the MOTION. With unanimous consent, Mr. Caldwell was elected interim chair for the meeting.

REVIEW OF AGENDA: The Interim Chair reviewed the agenda for the meeting.
 
APPROVAL OV MINUTES:  The Interim Chair introduced the minutes from the September Board Meeting. There was no discussion of the contents of the minutes. Ms. Felicia Hamilton made a MOTION to approve the minutes as is. Ms. Deanna Parker SECONDED the motion; and the motion passed with unanimous consent. 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE UPDATE: 
The Interim Chair summarized the key discussion points from the Executive Committee meeting, including the Revised Operational Budget request that will need Board approval at the full Board Meeting and a brief summary of the grants update provided. 

BOARD POLICY UPDATE: 
Mr. Cimino provided a brief update on Board policy activities and reviewed the annual policy activities tracking report. There was brief discussion of the annual policy activities report data and its intended use going forward. The intention of this report is to allow for better tracking of the policy-related work of the board and the outcomes of that effort. 

ASSESSMENT RECOMMENDATIONS: 
Mr. Cimino introduced the Housing and Transportation Assessment’s key findings and Recommendations contained in the Supplemental packet provided to Board members prior to the meeting. The process by which the recommendations were previously vetted, edited, and approved by an ad hoc Assessment Recommendations committee was discussed. After reviewing the key findings, the Committee discussed each of the broad goals and specific recommendations to be included in the Assessment. There are three broad goals that each of the recommendations in the Housing Assessment seeks to effectuate, and there are four broad goals that each of the recommendations in the Transportation Assessment seeks to effectuate. A number of suggestions to improve the recommendations were discussed, and ultimately voted on. 

A MOTION was made by the Interim Chair to amend goal 1-5, which previously read: “enhance  public education efforts related to independent housing options for individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities”, by appending the following language to the recommendation after a comma: “including education about the availability of housing resources and the processes of accessing and navigating those resources.” The MOTION was SECONDED by Ms. Felicia Hamilton, and it was approved unanimously by the committee. 

A MOTION was made by Ms. Teri Morgan to include the following additional recommendation under goal 1: “Enhance cross-secretariat collaboration to identify opportunities to access additional federal and state resources to expand access to accessible affordable housing.” The MOTION was SECONDED by Ms. Maya Simmons, and it was approved unanimously by the committee. 

There were no proposed amendments to the recommendations under Goals 2 and 3 in the Housing Assessment. 

There were no proposed amendments to the recommendations under Goal 1 in the Transportation Assessment. A technical correction was made to Recommendation 2-1, changing the Virginia Department of Emergency Planning to the Virginia Department of Emergency Management.

A MOTION was made by Mr. Curtis Andrews to add language to Recommendation 3-1, recommending that a proposed Transportation Network Company Accessibility Task Force be tasked with making recommendations related to the regulation of TNCs who provide services to individuals with disabilities; and splitting Recommendation 3-1 into two separate recommendations. The MOTION was SECONDED by Ms. Hamilton, and it was approved unanimously by the committee. 

There were no proposed amendments to the recommendations related to Goal 4 of the Transportation Assessment. 

Ms. Morgan made a MOTION to recommend to the full board the adoption of the recommendations contained in the Supplemental Packet, as amended by the PRE Committee for inclusion in the 2018 Disability Assessments of Housing and Transportation. The MOTION was SECONDED by Ms. Deanna Parker and approved unanimously by the committee. 

COMMITTEE FEEDBACK: The Interim Chair asked for committee feedback from members. None was provided.
 
ADJOURN: The meeting was adjourned at 11:20 AM.




